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A god of medicine is enshrined here!

The founding 
place of the Date 

Clan!

江戸時代、熊阪一族が３世代にわたって高子村の最も美しい場所に名前を付けて、
漢詩を書きました。それらの場所が高子二十境である。
In the Edo Period, three generations of the Kumasaka family named and dedicated 

kanshi poems to Takako’s most beautiful sites. Those spots are now the Twenty Scenic 

Views of Takako.

Everything is central to the Abukuma Express 

Line’s Takako Station! Just a 15 minute ride 

from Fukushima Station on the AbuQ! 
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Grapes are an important product of the KamiHobara area, 

especially when they are harvested in the Fall. The orchards 

surround a vast number of shrines and other locally significant sites, 

including the Takako Twenty Scenic Views. These twenty sites 

were chosen by the Kumasaka family, who dedicated kanshi

poems to them. 

Date City

KamiHobara

In 2006, the five towns of Yanagawa, Date, Hobara, Ryozen, and Tsukidate

merged to become Date City. However, each town remains entirely unique:

↠ Yanagawa is a former castle town, as featured in Date City’s anime 

“Masamune Date ni Kuru.” There, Masamune meets Princess Megohime for the 

first time at Kameoka Hachimangu Shrine, one of many of the town’s historic 

sites.

↠ Date is split by the Abukuma River. On the East bank is the Hakozaki Atago

Shrine on Mt. Atago. Every Spring, locals climb the steep slope to watch the 

shishimai or “lion dance.” The Date City Hall public library is also nearby.

↠ Hobara is where Date City Hall is located and also includes Takako in 

KamiHobara. It is host to the yearly Momo no Sato Marathon and Tsutsukobiki

Festival.

↠ Ryozen is named for Mt. Ryozen, where Kitabatake Akiie stayed before 

leading his troops West. It is known for taiko drumming and the Boulderland

Project.

↠ Tsukidate is deep in the mountains, the perfect place to find fresh wasabi, 

bamboo shoots, and much more. At Hana Kobou Workshop you can learn more 

about local greenery and traditional crafts or attend the Mono Tsukuri Fair.

Mt. Ryozen

りょうぜん

Takakogaoka Hall
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An anime produced by Date 

City and Fukushima Gainax. 

The 17th head of the Date 

Clan, Masamune prepares 

for his first battle, supported 

by generations of leaders 

who came before him! The 

stage is right here, in Date 

City, Fukushima, “The Home 

of the Date Clan.”

The Takako 20 Scenic Views Course Map

Date City

Peach Juice

伊達市ももジュース

Date City

Anpogaki

(Dried 

Persimmons)

上保原
Also referred to as “Tanroban,” the first 

of the Takako Twenty Scenic Views, it is 

said to be the founding place of the 

Date Clan, the site of a castle built by 

Date Tomomune. At the mountain peak, 

the god of the KameokaHachimangu Shrine was 

worshipped as a god of 

protection, and is still 

enshrined there, where 

the tori gate is as white 

as when it was first 

erected. 
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The Takako Twenty Scenic Views land markers stand at the 

main sites chosen and named by the Kumasaka family, who 

wrote kanshi poems in recognition of Takako’s beautiful 

scenery.
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“The Crying Red Ogre” is a classic story first 
published in 1933 by Hamada Hirosuke.



Kamishibai

紙芝居ってなんでしょう？ What is kamishibai?

紙芝居
Popular during the depression of the 1930s, kamishibai is a form of 

storytelling in which the kamishibaiya narrates a story using illustrated 

boards.

1930年代の不況の間に人気があり、紙芝居（かみしばい）はかみしば
いやが絵を使ってものがたりを語るストーリーテリング一形態である。

There was once a single snail.

One day, that snail realized something worrying. “I was careless until now, 

but the shell on my back has filled up with sorrow.”

What should be done?

The snail went off to find its friend.

“I cannot go on living,” the snail said to its friend.

“What is it?” the snail’s friend asked.

“I’m such an unfortunate snail. 

The shell on my back is full of sorrow.” The first snail said.

Then the snail’s friend said, “You’re not the only one. 

The shell on my back is also full of sorrow.”

Then there’s no helping it, the snail thought, 

and left to go see another of its friends.

And this friend also said, “You’re not the only one. 

My back is also burdened with sorrow.”

So the snail went to visit yet another friend.

The snail visited more and more friends to tell them about its sorrow, but they all said the same thing.

Finally, the snail realized something: “Everyone carries sorrow. It’s not just me. 

I just have to bear it and everything will be ok.”

And so the snail stopped worrying at last. Originally a  poem by Niimi Nankichi, 
Dendenmushi no Kanashimi is the story of a snail 

who learns to live with its sadness.
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A long time ago, in a big house near Takako Lake in Hobara, there lived a rich man and his apprentice, Sankichi. 

In the morning Sankichi would go out to collect grass for the rich man’s horses. 

But strangely, he always came back soaking wet and very, very tired. This continued for many, many days, and the rich man was worried. 

“What on earth are you doing, boy?” the rich man would ask.

But Sankichi would just look down and say nothing.

By and by, the rich man became even more worried.

“Whatever it is, boy, you can tell me. Everything will be all right.” 

Sanikichi heard the kindness in the rich man’s voice and relaxed a little.

Bit by bit he began to talk.

“When I go to Takako to collect grass, and when the first rooster crows, 

with the rays of the rising sun, I can see gold sparkling in the lake!

But when I jump in the lake to take it, no matter how many times I try, I can never get it.”

“Well, I’ll be! First thing tomorrow morning, let’s go together and have a look.”

Early the next morning, the rich man and Sankichi went out to Lake Takako.

When the first rooster crowed, “Cock-a-doodle-doo!”, the sun rose from the East,

and the middle of Takako Lake began to sparkle. 

“Wow! Sankichi, your story’s true!”

Immediately the rich man jumped into a boat and rowed with all his might to the middle of the lake. Splashing and splashing, he tried to 

take the gold from the lake, but no matter how many times he tried, he couldn’t get it. He was very tired, and sat in the boat, and thought. 

“That’s it! Now I see!” said the rich man. “The gold is in that mountain over there! It’s sparkling in the sunlight. The lake is just reflecting it.”

They hurried to the mountain, where just as they thought they found the sparkling gold. The rich man and Sankichi were very happy. The 

rich man became even richer, and he gave some gold to everyone in the village. And Sankichi lived in the rich man’s house, happily ever 

after.

In Tenshō 19 (1591), Date Masamune was penalized by Toyotomi 
Hideyoshi and the land of Date was seized. However, Takako was home 
to lucrative gold mines. In order to hide them from the incoming rulers, 
the locals submerged  the refineries, creating Kogane Pond, also known 

as Takako Pond.
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Long Long Ago in Date City

伊達市のむかしむかし


